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last attack A small causeway gave approach to the
main entrance. Across this a military engine was led,
under cover of which the wall was undermined. A
countermine only served to increase the danger. An-
other engine hurled massive stones against the wall.
It fell in, and the besiegers poured through the breach.
None of the defenders would yield, but they were
overpowered. It is a curious illustration of the char-
acter of medieval warfare that only four knights seem
to have been killed during the whole siege.
It was on March 6, 1204, that Chateau Gaillard fell
into Philip's hands. Its capture was the greatest
triumph he had yet obtained, and it marked his com-
plete victory over the house of Anjou, as the battle of
Bouvines marked his victory over all other foreign foes.
From that time there was no real resistance in Normandy.
Philip offered liberal terms to all the towns which
would yield, and they readily agreed to a year's truce.
John tried to negotiate, but it was too late. Philip
answered that Arthur must be freed before any negotia-
tion could begin. Town after town yielded, when the
truce was over, at the first approach of Philip. Even
the strong keep of Falaise, the conqueror's birthplace,
surrendered after a week's siege. Rouen made a truce
for thirty days, but before the month was over it was
clear that John would not help, and on S. John
Baptist's Day 1204 it opened its gates.
The submission of the Norman capital was not
obtained solely by military force. Peter de Preaux,
who was in command of the city, had received no obscure
hints that it would be worth his while to make terms
for himself with Philip. Thus on June 1,1204, Peter